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For the first time at the Dodge Arena, the Rio
Grande Valley will get to see big-time rodeo this
weekend. The Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association (PRCA) will be in Hidalgo starting
Friday, Sept. 24 through Sunday, Sept. 26.
Hidalgo has hosted other rodeo events in the
past such as professional bull riding, but this
will be the first full rodeo. Dodge Arena
Assistant General Manager and Director of
Marketing Jeff Schumacher says that he has
been pursuing this idea for a while.
“We’ve been taking a look at this event for a
year,” said Schumacher. “These are higher caliber cowboy events.”
There will be two different types of competition for rodeo participants. They are roughstock
events and timed events. The roughstock competitions include bareback riding, saddle bronc
riding and bull riding. The timed events include
steer wrestling, tie-down roping and barrel racing.
The scores for the roughstock competitions
depend on both the animal and the rider per-

formance. In order
the contestant
to record a
Byfor
JACOB
ALEGRIA
score, he must remain
a bucking bull or
The PanonAmerican
horse for eight seconds while only using one
hand. In the event
the cowboy touches the animal, any
of his equipment,
or himself with his
free hand then he
is disqualified.
Contestants can
also be disqualified in another
way. Saddle bronc
and bull riding
require a contestant to leave the
chute with his
spurs
placed
above the horse’s
shoulders.
The
rider must keep
them there until
the horse’s front
feet strike the ground after the first jump out of
the chute.

In timed competitions the participant goal is
to finish with the fastest time.
In steer wrestling and tie-down roping, calves
and steers are
given a head
start.
Riders
begin in a threesided fenced
area called a
box. The fourth
side will open
into the arena. A
breakaway rope
barrier
is
secured to the
steer
and
stretched across
the open end of
the box. The
barricade
is
released after
the
animal
crosses a predetermined headstart point. A 10-second penalty can be assessed
should a cowboy cross the barricade before the

calf or steer reaches the head-start point.
With a variety of events this weekend,
Schumacher believes people will really enjoy
watching this rodeo.
“You come to the rodeo and that means you
have the best cowboys, best rider, best bareback
rider,” said Schumacher.
The Dodge Arena assistant general manager
is also hoping this PRCA event will become a
recurring thing in Hidalgo.
“(We are) hoping to make this an annual
event,” said Schumacher, who added that the
decision to have a PRCA rodeo was clear
because he thinks so highly of the association.
“Well we’ve been familiar (with them),” said
Schumacher. “These guys are the best available.”
The PRCA was founded in 1936 after a group
of cowboys walked out of a rodeo at the Boston
Gardens because a promoter refused to add the
cowboy entry fees to the total prize winnings.
The promoter eventually gave in, and the successful actions of the cowboys prompted them
to form their own association. After a couple of
name changes the organization became known
as the PRCA in 1975.

Doran joins Lady Bronc volleyball coaching corps
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
First-year assistant coach Stephanie Doran brings a different coaching philosophy to UTPA volleyball created out
of experience on the court and in the classroom.
Doran calls it an effort to familiarize
players with her coaching personality,
emphasizing an aggressive, and competitive, approach to the game and utilizing a background in sport psychology.
“I’m still trying to get to know the
girls,” Doran said. “ Once they start
understanding more of my personality
and coaching style I think we’re going
to get a little more in-depth in goal setting and positive reinforcement.”
Doran said that using a positive attitude to counteract the tough demeanor
she expresses on the floor can create a
balance suitable enough to keep players
focused.
“I’m going to push the girls but also
allow them to feel free to try new things
(in order) to be aggressive and not be
afraid of error,” Doran said. “ (but) You
just have to get on them.”
Doran arrives from Division I institution, Kent State
University, after serving as the graduate assistant coach
during the 2003 season. While being primarily responsible

for coaching techniques, at the setters position, and team work hard,” Doran said. “(I want them) to put in as much as
conditioning Doran was no stranger to the intricacies of the they want out of it.”
program.
Presently, Doran joins the Lady Broncs (4-5) in the midAs a player for Kent State (1998-2001) Doran emerged as dle of a grueling month-long road schedule that started
the first to record 5,000 assists and 1,000 digs while start- Sept. 8 and ends on Oct. 6. She explained the feeling of
ing 427 matches during the course of her career. A total of traveling and spending time away from home and school.
5,095 career assists ranks Doran sec“The girls are doing fine,” Doran said. “(but) it’s tough
ond in Kent State and fifth in Mid- being away.”
American Conference
Doran said that playing
history.
Big 12 teams eventually
Doran also set a prowears on players, as well
gram record for assists
as coaches, after close
per game (11.93) and
losses on the road. She
was named to the allsaid that players have
tournament team at the
their own high expectaKent State University
tions and losses affect
Invite
(2001),
player morale leading
—Stephanie Doran,
Georgetown Acumen
into other games.
Classic
(1999),
“We had a hard loss in
UTPA Assistant Volleyball Coach
Syracuse
Preview
Laredo (30-25, 31-29,
Classic (1998) and
30-28) but it’s something
Arizona
Domino’s
we have to deal with and
Pizza Classic (1998).
we have to move forDoran said she arrives with a lot of ward,” Doran said.
expectations for a team that went 19Arriving in late August, Doran said she likes UTPA and
15 last season. The Broncs recorded works well with head coach Dave Thorn and assistant coach
a 7-3 record at home, 4-6 at away Fabiana de Abreu. She attributes a good working relationgames, and went 8-6 in neutral tourna- ship with coaches as the result of similar age, communicaments. She said she expects 100 percent every time the tion, and the ability to give her own ideas for the program.
team plays.
“I’m looking forward to seeing what the Valley has to
“I don’t expect them to be perfect but I expect them to offer,” Doran said.

STEPHANIE DORAN

See Page 3

THE

■ Sports Clipboard . . . . .13

Pro Rodeo set to visit Valley for first
time this weekend at Dodge Arena
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American

Students’ Bill of Rights to be amended

“I don’t expect them to
be perfect, but I expect
them to work hard.”
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Despite low rates, campus crime
still plagues students
By JENILEE HERNANDEZ
The Pan American

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

Senior Diana Garza was at the library with
classmates doing a class project. They were on the
third floor completing their project when suddenly
Garza's heart started racing. She realized she had left
her purse on a table on the second floor. Garza and
her classmates frantically raced down to the second
floor and luckily found her purse with everything in
tact.
"It's a real panic. They [classmates] panicked as
much as I did," Garza said. Though she felt she
lucked out, she couldn't help wonder what might
have been. "It would have been a disaster for me,"
Garza said.
For many others, they are not as fortunate as
Garza was. Others become victims of campus crime.
Campus crime is common among universities, even
here at the University of Texas- Pan American. There
are steps that can be taken to avoid becoming a
victim.
UTPA Sergeant James Loya stressed that leaving
items unattended can be a recipe for trouble. The
University library was experiencing theft of items
such as backpacks containing laptops, compact disc
players and other personal items the past few years.
Therefore, the UTPA Police Department felt the
need to make students aware of this problem.
"So we basically put out an alert," Loya said. "You
know, just basically warning the students that are
utilizing the library to be more cautious about [there]
property. Never leave it unattended, no matter how
short of period of time you're going to be away from
it. There are people out their, [and] their just looking
for the opportunity to commit crimes like that."

Certainly this is not the only type of crime the
UTPA Police Department encounters. Crimes can
vary from robbery, burglary, motor vehicle theft,
arson, nonforcible and forcible sex offenses,
manslaughter and murder, to name a few.
Though each semester varies in the increase or
decrease of crime rates, Loya said this semester
seems to be going well so far.
"Considering that the student enrollment has gone
up, we're basically still on track, with reports we've
had previously," Loya said. "So actually we haven't

“It’s always the best thing to
bring it to the police attention...”
-Sergeant James Loya , speaking
about possible campus crime.
had an increase. We haven't seen it anyway."
Loya said students need to be aware of things on
campus. For instance, book theft can be a common
problem. Loya advised that students should sign or
mark their books to identify that it belongs to them.
If the book were to be stolen, then the victim could
have a better chance of identifying it.
"A lot of the books now are valued over a hundred
dollars you know, and they [suspects] sell those to
the bookstore as used and wind up getting forty [to]
fifty dollars back, and that's forty [or] fifty bucks in

See CRIME page 12

HESTEC to bring corporations and celebrities
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
HESTEC to bring corporations and celebrities
EDWINA P. GARZA
Hispanic Engineering, Science and Technology
(HESTEC) Week is about to return to the University of
Texas- Pan American for a third year. Along for this year’s
ride are high-profile executives of America’s largest
corporations, leading scientists, and a few celebrities. The
goal of the event is to encourage Hispanic students to
explore math, science and technology as career
possibilities.
Co-founded by Rep. Ruben Hinojosa and UTPA Vice
President of External Affairs Rolando S. Arriola, HESTEC
has become a nationally known affair that brings Hispanics
and technology together. It will take place on Sunday, Sept.
26, through Saturday, Oct. 2.
The weeklong event will give UTPA students a chance to

learn more about science and technology through seminars
given by some of the leading individuals in their
prospective fields.
HESTEC will bring in Robert Stevens, CEO of Lockheed
Martin, and Brian Ferguson, CEO of Eastman Chemicalb as
keynote speakers to motivate students about science and
technology.
The list of speakers increases with celebrities such as
Lance Bass, a former *NSYNC member who has trained to

become an astronaut, Mario Lopez, Animal Planet’s “Pet
Star” host, and actress/singer Maria Conchita Alonso.
This year’s HESTEC is being supported by Ford Motor
Company, Texas Instruments, Lockheed Martin, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),
the U.S. Department of Energy, Time Warner Cable, and
many more.
Gilbert Maldonado, director of the corporate and

See HESTEC page 12
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Mistake compromises Rather’s credibility
Dan Rather is in
trouble, and CBS is
now at the verge of
losing credibility
that took decades to
create. Or at least
this is what some
r i g h t - w i n g
individuals want the
public to believe.
Rather,
a
CLARISSA MARTINEZ
journalist for CBS
News since 1962, has been known for his
audacious tactics and skeptical views of
government figures.
Now, he has been under attack for using
documents that were not authenticated in a 60
Minutes segment that raised new questions
about President Bush's National Guard
service. The segment focused on the
impression that Bush received preferential
treatment while in the Texas Air National
Guard.
Aired on Sept. 8, the segment was based on
four memos that Rather believed to be from
the personal file of Bush's squadron
commander, the late Lt. Colonel Jerry
Killian.
Now, the retired National Guard Lt.
Colonel Bill Burkett admits he intentionally
misled a CBS News producer by giving her a
false account of the documents origin.
Burkett, who at first insisted that he be
regarded as a confidential source, told CBS
that he originally received the documents
from another National Guard member. Now,
he admits that he received the documents
from a Hispanic woman in Houston, whose
even existence is in question.
Since then, Rather has made public
statements apologizing to the public and
saying that CBS will begin an investigation

into the situation.
Although Rather’s reputation might have
been compromised by the situation, he did
make a statement issuing an apology. Is the
anger shown by Web site titled
RatherBiased.com who gather information
about Rather’s history and uses situations to
argue Rather’s “bias” against Republicans. Is
this an attack on Rather personally, or is it on
left-wing journalism?
There’s been an argument for some time
about the media being liberal, but how can
media not be willing to ask questions that go
against the norms of government?
Rather pursued this story because the
knowledge from the documents had to be
exposed to the public. True, the segment was
going to cast yet another questionable
shadow on Bush’s character, but it is news
regardless.
Something seems almost unpatriotic about
a journalist seeking truth against the
president. Ever since the tragedy of Sept. 11,
there seems to be an unspoken agreement to
not insult the Bush Administration. Rather
stood up to that view and moved forward
with his investigation.
There is a tendency and a pressure on
journalists to get the story, meet the deadline
and find the biggest breaking news. Rather is
a seasoned journalist who happened to make
a mistake. True, a major mistake that should
have been prevented, but airing the
documents without verification didn’t seem
to be intentional.
Nevertheless, why did Rather trust that the
documents supplied were real? Couldn’t CBS
have simply done some snooping around to
verify that Burkett’s source really did hand
over the documents? Maybe it was time
constraints or pressure to finally broadcast
his story. Mostly, it seems to have dealt with

the trust a journalist has in a source.
In a public statement Rather said, "If I
knew then what I know now, I would not
have gone ahead with the story as it was
aired, and I certainly would not have used the
documents in question.”
Perhaps because the document verified
numerous allegations about Bush’s time in
the National Guard, Rather believed it to be
true. There have been many instances when
Democrats have questioned Bush’s service.
This would be the ideal journalistic
breakthrough to find that everything
Democrats accused Bush of was true.
However, the credibility of the reports
would have been more effective had Rather
taken the time to make sure it had been true.
It has been said that although the
documents aired by 60 Minutes were
questionable, there was some truth behind
them. Other sources have shown that the
president’s service was sketchy at best.
That leads to the question that, even
though the documents were false, but the
messages in them were true, how do you
handle that situation? It’s a smoking gun.
There is a truth behind the segment Rather
created; unluckily truth is now blurred by the
document fiasco.
Journalist-historian Richard Reeves was
asked by a college student to define "real
news," and he answered that it is "the news
you and I need to keep our freedoms."
If Rather had been much more cautious in
tracking down the source of the documents,
there wouldn’t have been a need for any
apologies. Rather could have had the glory of
finally finding the truth behind Bush’s
military service. Instead he has to work
harder to make sure his integrity is not
impugned by those who hope his story is
false altogether.
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Cougars and Jaguars set to tangle in city rivalry
Both teams looking to get into win column as 31-5A schedule commences
their 344 rushing yards.
“We were able to hold our own,” Coach
Mario Lopez said. “They’re a tough team.”

because this game will settle who has
bragging rights for the rest of the year.
“We don’t need to pump up the kids
District 31-5A play begins
before going
Friday, and what better way to
in,” he comstart it off than having an old fashmented.
ion town rivalry between
Last week
Edinburg North against Edinburg
North quarEconomedes? The two schools are
terback
still looking for their first win of
R a m i r o
the season.
Ramirez
This past Friday’s game was a
threw
21
wet and sloppy one as Edinburg
passes and
North (0-3) lost 42-13 against
completed
Sharyland to receive their third
14 for 137
loss of the season. The Edinburg
yards, tarEconomedes group (0-2) was idle
geting five
following a loss to La Joya two
different
weeks ago.
receivers.
Both teams want to start district
“We can
off with a win, and will try and
expect the
take some positives from their
same thing,”
most recent losses. Last year
Lopez said.
Economedes took the Valley by
“We need to
storm, and surprise. North has has
involve
trouble in recent years but had a
them all, we
handful of playoff appearances in
can’t just be
the 1990s.
Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American one dimenThe Cougar offense put together
sional.”
a few good drives against Edinburg North will try to recover from a 42-13 loss against Sharyland last week
It will be
Sharyland but could not stop the when it takes on city rival Economedes.
N o r t h
Rattlers. Even when Sharyland’s
through the
quarterback Jaret Von Rosenberg was
Lopez says that the kids are going to air against the ground game of
taken out of the game with an injury just come out hard because they know what is Economedes, led by standout Ryan
before the half, the Rattlers just came out at stake. They’re going to work hard all Richardson, one of the Valley’s leading
harder in the second half, gaining most of week to prepare for this week’s game, rushers.
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

Lopez says that in order for his team to
win the ball game, they need to be able to
control the ball. “We need to help the pass
attack with a better display of rushing this
week and we must prevent turnovers,”
Lopez said. “On the defense of side we
need to stop Economedes’ running back
Ryan Richardson from taking control of
the game.”
“It may come down to the very last
play,” Lopez said of the Jaguars. “They’re
a good team.”
In other 31-5A games Friday, PSJA
North plays at Donna and Edinburg goes
to Weslaco to take on the Panthers.

EDINBURG NORTH
COUGARS
Date
Sept. 3
Sept. 10
Sept. 17
Sept. 24
Oct. 1
Oct. 8
Oct. 15
Oct. 22
Nov. 4

Opponent
at Rivera
McAllen High
at Sharyland
Economedes*
Donna*
at Weslaco High*
Edinburg High*
at PSJA North*
PSJA High*

*Denotes District Game
all games to begin at 7 p.m.

Weather delays Boys and Girls Club construction
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
McALLEN - The common media trend
found for most of America’s youth has become
video games or watching MTV. Many households have two wage-earners with latchkey
kids fending for themselves. Therefore, children and teens need a place that will provide
them with a safe and positive environment.
Though today’s youth seem to have become
less active and more obese, the Boys and Girls
Club of America continues to grow and provide a constructive place for kids to go after
school. For many of these youngsters, the
Boys and Girls Club has been a constant
throughout their lives.
All across America these centers have been
a place of sanctuary for some and for others
simply a place to have fun with friends. Kids
can join programs that vary from football and
baseball to cheerleading and softball. There
are also programs that help kids improve and
or develop leadership skills, allowing children
of all ages to participate. From Monday thru
Friday between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. kids all over
the country make there way from school to a
Boys and Girls Club facility nearby.
Soon children in the McAllen area will get a
chance to experience the most recent addition
to the area.

The latest addition to the north McAllen
area will be a brand new Boys and Girls Club
that will offer many of the same programs
found elsewhere. Linda Castañeda, the manager for the new McAllen club, said, “The
new location will provide all of the same programs as all the other locations.” This new
club however, will also offer a new program
for teens, which will begin at six and will go
until 9 p.m. Monday thru Friday. It will now
bring McAllen’s total of locations to three,
because one of the other sites will be closed
down. Members of that location will be transferred to the new one.
This new site will be located at the corner
of North 34th Street and Buddy Owens
Avenue. Construction is currently in progress
and will continue through the rest of the
month and October. The construction workers
have been working diligently to try and recover lost time, due to some delays, partly due to
recent downpours that have hit the McAllen
area and much of the Rio Grande Valley.
Although the club has taken a bit longer
than initially expected, some officials say
there has been no delay.
Castañeda said, “To my knowledge were
really not behind schedule. The new location
has no exact date for its grand opening, but it
will be somewhere between mid to late
November.”

NEWS

NEW SITE - The third McAllen Boys and Girls Club at the corner of North 34th and
Buddy Owens is currently under construction.
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New provisions to Student Bill of Rights

SGA plans to make
changes to HOP
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
To clarify the policy on academic dishonesty, the Student
Government Association (SGA) along with many faculty
and staff would like to include a provision on academic
integrity and a statement on Americans with Disabilities
Act in the Student Bill of Rights.
The Student Bill of Rights located in the Handbook of
Operating Procedures (HOP), section 6.5.6 outlines what
students can except in class and from their professors, such
as syllabus, grading policy, and exam dates. The Student
Bill of Rights, currently named Faculty Classroom
Responsibilities was first adopted by the Political Science
department in 1974, with the help of Jerry Polinard, chair of
political science.
“I was visiting Southwestern University in Georgetown
and noticed they had big signs with the Student Bill of
Rights on it and thought it would be good for PanAm,”
Polinard said.
Then Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez. at the time Vice President
for Student Affairs, learned of the document and suggested
the Bill of Rights be adopted throughout the university.
“Most of the provisions (in the Student Bill of Rights) are
simply common sense in terms of good teaching,” Polinard
said. “It’s not only good for teaching, it also makes sense
from a learning standpoint. Notice that some of the rights
place the responsibility on the students.”
Now, SGA is in the process of passing a bill and making

recommendations to a HOP review committee to make
changes to the Student Bill of Rights. Nathan Schwarz,
SGA president, said that the new provisions will make
UTPA a more respectable institution.
“I believe that a statement of academic integrity helps to
fortify out institution’s reputation and shows that we’re

“I believe that a statement of
academic integrity helps to fortify
our institution’s reputation and
shows that we’re serious about
doing your own work.”
—Nathan Schwarz,
SGA president
serious about doing our own work,” Schwarz said. “Also, if
they (students) are aware of what they can expect from their
faculty it improves the overall level of the educational
experience.”
Mark Lagunez, computer science major, also felt the
provision is needed to cut down on academic dishonesty.
“Its human instinct to take the easy way out,” Lagunez
said. “Especially for freshmen unfamiliar with the demands
of higher education, but even seniors and grad students get
pressured and resort to plagiarizing.”
However, some students are not aware of what is

considered plagiarism, and violate the university’s policies.
Some types of plagiarism include: copying a source of text
without properly acknowledging the author, paraphrasing
materials from a source without citing, buying a paper
online, turning in another students work and claiming it as
your own or having someone else write your paper.
“As a C.S. major, many times our program code is very
very similar since there's usually just one good way to do
something, so it's hard to crack down on plagiarists,”
Lagunez said. “I've looked up code online to see how
certain functions work, but there aren't really programs to
copy.”
Noreen Rivera is currently working on her master’s in
English and also believes that UTPA’s current penalties for
academic dishonesty are too lenient.
“By putting in these provisions and installing a new
computer system to check essay, UTPA is working to solve
the academic dishonesty problem,” Rivera said. “UTPA
isn't the first to put in these measures; it's a problem in
every major university. I haven't noticed a marked increase
in plagiarism, though. I don't believe there's any single
reason for it, it's been part of academia since the
beginning.”
Dean of Students Jerry Price said having a stronger
statement will help send a message to students on how
important academic dishonesty is to our campus.
“We recognize that for a lot of students the expectations
in college are different from high school,” Price said. “And
many students may not know the expectations to do
research papers as they do here.”
Price is also part of the Academic Integrity Council made
up of faculty and staff members who are deciding on a

To cover or not to cover:
Muslim women’s choice
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

■ Democrats

She was born in Izmir, Turkey and was
raised a Muslim, but Yasemin Tenger
would never be seen covering her head
with a scarf.
Recent events have shown the
immediate controversy of Muslim women
wanting to cover their head in public
schools. For Muslim women, covering
their heads with a scarf is a symbol of their
beliefs and the religion they practice. But
many do not tend to follow those
traditions, especially since most Islamic
countries are secular and have vowed to
separate religion from the government.
The separation of church and state in the
United States is a very important
characteristic of who the country is and
how its laws are implemented. And now,
some Islamic countries, such as Turkey,
are also living by that principle.
The Islamic tradition for those women
who practice the religion used to be to
cover their entire body in black loose

clothing with only their eyes showing from
underneath the garments, and later it
revolutionized to simply covering their
heads with a scarf. The symbol was lead to
show the women’s beliefs and practice of
the Muslim religion.
However, women like Tenger, have
completely rebelled from those traditions
and have been accustomed to living a life
where religion does not interfere with the
government, and women in Turkey and
other Islamic countries have conformed to
choosing what they can or cannot wear.
The Republic of Turkey has been a
secular country since Oct. 29, 1923 when
it changed its political structure for good.
With the fall of the Ottoman Empire, the
new Republic of Turkey emerged. With the
help of Mustofa Kemol or Ataturk, the
father of the Turks, the country earned its
freedom from Sultan rule and obtained
their own government. With that, it
became one of the most liberal Muslim
countries in the world.
Aret Suzme, a professional tourist guide

Arianna Vazquez/The Pan American

Schoolgirl in Izmir, Turkey waits for the
ferry after school. Students tend to
dress modern when wearing their uniform. It is illegal for girls to cover their
heads in public schools.
in Istanbul, Turkey has learned the history
of his country, and now compares himself
to other Islamic countries that practice
conservative religious beliefs.

See SGA page 6
“Turkey is a secular country. A bad
version of an Islamic country is
Afghanistan where the country is governed
according to rules of the Koran,” Suzme
said.
But according to studies done of the
Koran, it is said to be that the book does
not actually state that women should wear
black or a scarf around their heads. The
interpretations of the book have varied
from person to person, and culture to
culture.
Professor of economics and finance in
the University of Texas-Pan American,
Goykce Soydemir, reflected on what the
original Koran actually represents and
reads. He said that the line of how women
should dress simply says that women
should be careful how they dress, and it is
a very general statement. Nowhere in the
book does it state for the women to
specifically wear all black or cover their
heads.
In Turkey, when the country was under
the rule of the Ottoman Empire, women
would wear all black, and were not
allowed to obtain an education. Muslim
women were seen as bad investments and
were eliminated or segregated from all
civil actions, according to Suzme.
After the fall of the Empire, women like
Tenger, got the choice of practicing their
religion as they wish.

See MUSLIM page 6

NEWS

September 23, 2004

Page 4

Young Democrats begin campaign

SPORTS
CLIPBOARD

Group plans rallies on campus with
celebrities and congregational candidates
By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American
Anticipation grows among the Young
Democrats, anticipation to invigorate the
student body and encourage all to stand for
their beliefs.
For weeks, the Young Democrats have
been preparing for the upcoming
presidential and congressional election by
scheduling a rally, a televised event, and
promotions with celebrities.
“Voting awareness and registration is one
of our main goals,” said Maricela De Leon,
co-president of the group. “We’re just trying
to get students interested in who will
represent them and their beliefs.”
The Young Democrats have tentatively
scheduled a voter awareness event for late
September at the Quad at University of
Texas-Pan American at noon. The radio
station, KBTQ-FM The Beat will join the
Young Democrats in encouraging students
to register to vote for the upcoming election,
said John Stockley, co-president of the club.
The Young Democrats also scheduled a
publicity event with Mario Lopez, former
“Saved by the Bell” star, to help promote
their voter registration rallies. Members
plan to fundraise on Oct. 2 during the
Hispanic Engineering Science and
TechnologyWeek.
The biggest event the club is planning for
is the Town Hall debate for Congressional
Districts 15 and 25, which will be televised
by KGVT, KRGV and Univision. Guest
speakers Lloyd Doggett, Michael Thamm
and Ruben Hinojosa will debate their
platforms and allow audience discussion.
The debate will be on Oct. 21 at the Student
Union Theatre at 7 p.m. The Young
Democrats are encouraging all students to
participate.
“We want the students to be aware of
what politicians stand for,” said Stockley.
“We’re not telling them who to vote for. It’s
their choice.”
Young Democrats has approximately 30
members. The purpose of the club is to
support and promote the ideals of the
national
Democratic
Party
while
recognizing the principle of equal rights as
a primary concern of government,
according to the constitution. They also
endeavor to educate students about political
process and values, heightening their
interest in politics.
“We help students be aware of different
issues that affect them,” said T.J. Cuellar,
former treasurer of Young Democrats. “We
want to get them more involved with
politics.”
The club improves the leadership skills of
its officers and members while allowing
them to network. The exposure allows them
to develop their ideals, and lean more about
the political process, said adviser Dr.
Terrence Garrett.
“It gave me a better perspective of what’s
going on in politics,” Cuellar said. “Not
only in the Valley, but nationally.”

Young Democrat meetings cover
democratic
ideals
and
political
philosophies. On Sept. 9, State
Representative Aaron Pena spoke about the
Democratic Party platform in Room 101 of
the Social Behavioral Building. He told
students it was a political party which wants
to help the students and the residents of the

Valley.
Young Democrats are planning more
events for the semester, hoping to keep
students interested in politics even after the
presidential election, said Stockley.
Meetings are held every Thursday at
noon in Room 101 in the Social Behavioral
Science Building.

Next Meeting: Tuesday at noon in
the Social Behavioral Science
Building.

College Republicans prepare for
upcoming election season
Activities focus on promoting Republican candidates
By ROBERTA TIJERINA
The Pan American
With the General Election just around the
corner, the College Republicans at the
University of Texas – Pan American are
beginning to gear up in support of party
candidates.
With Michael Thamm trying to unseat
incumbent Ruben Hinojosa, who has served
as congressman for District 15 since 1996,
the organization plans to back his campaign
for election on Nov. 2.
Thamm’s campaign manager, Edward Lee
Rocha, was present at the club’s first
meeting of the semester held last Thursday.
The 21-year-old Harvard student encouraged
all members to actively participate in the
Thamm campaign.
Rocha explained some of the basic issues
on Thamm’s platform, such as the right to
life, tort reform and the capping of
malpractice lawsuits. He also encouraged
students to support Rebecca “Becky”
Armendariz-Klein in her race for the District
25 seat in Congress, but explained the
importance of student support for Thamm’s
campaign.
“Becky is great, and if you live in her
district, please vote for her,” said Rocha.
“But, Becky has a lot of money and she
already has a lot of publicity. Michael
Thamm is a simple plumber from Cuero, so
we have a small budget and we need all the
help we can get.”
Thamm’s family has owned Thamm
Plumbing Company for three generations.
He is currently the mayor of Cuero, Texas in
Central Texas.
T.D. Smith, chairman of the College
Republicans at UTPA, explained that
Thamm’s election will be the club’s main
focus, for now. Although presidential
elections are also coming up, he explained
that one of the organization’s goals is to
support party leaders and candidates for
offices at the local level.
“We want to be in the election of all
Republican candidates mostly at the local
level, since it is so heavily Democrat, so we
want to get the word out of what they are

Upcoming Activities
Sept. 30: Student debate 6 - 9
p.m.
on
campus.
Includes
refreshments, student debate and
watching of televised presidential
debate between Kerry and Bush.
Oct. 21: Debate between Texas
candidates for U.S. Congress, at
Student Union auditorium. Guests
include Michael Thamm, Ruben
Hinojosa, Becky Armendariz-Klein
and Lloyd Doggett.
supporting and what they stand for,” said
Smith. “If we were in a smaller state or in a
larger city, we would probably work more
with the presidential candidate, but we are in
Texas so we don’t need to do that since he is
going to win anyway.”
Smith, a junior at UTPA, explained that
some of the club’s upcoming activities
include participation in the Thamm
campaign, through “block walking,” where
members will walk around different
neighborhoods distributing flyers and
encouraging Valley residents to vote.
“Saturdays we will be walking in
neighborhoods to get his name out there,”
said Smith. “All we have to do is get 35 to 45
percent of the vote in Hidalgo County to win
in District 15.”
Smith explained that only about 10 percent
of the Valley residents vote. This, he says, is
why it is so important to go out into the
streets and get the word out.

The club will also be involved in the
advertising and promoting of the debate
between the candidates, which will be held
on campus Oct. 21. Michael Thamm and
Ruben Hinojosa for District 15, and Lloyd
Doggett and Becky Armendariz-Klein for
District 25 have been invited to participate in
the event.
“Our goal is to get Michael Thamm
elected this time around, and to promote
Republican philosophy,” Smith noted.
College Republicans is a fairly new
student organization at UTPA. Smith
explained that getting permission to meet on
campus was not an easy process.
“During the fall (2003), I tried to start a
Republican club of some sort, but I had a lot
of problems with it at the UC,” said Smith.
“We didn’t have a Republican club on
campus. There used to be a Republican club
but it died.”
When permission was finally granted, the
club officially took off around November of
the same year. However, the following
spring, news of another Republican club
forming on campus reached Smith and the
other members, and they decided to
consolidate into what is now known as the
College Republicans.
Smith explained that the new organization
was an effort of the Texas Republican party.
With the help of adviser Sandra Cararas,
assistant professor of English at UTPA and
committeewoman on the State Republican
Executive Committee, Smith and Dave
Zamora, a former UTPA student, got the club
off the ground in February of this year.
The club is now formally affiliated at the
national level with the College Republican
National Committee, which according to the
CRNC Web site is the oldest and largest
grassroots political organization on
America’s college campuses. The CNRC
currently boasts 120,000 members on 1,148
campuses across the country.
The UTPA club currently has about 15
members. This year’s officers were elected at
the club’s Sept. 16 meeting. The club usually
meets in Room 176 of the Communication
Arts and Sciences Building.
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FOR THE RECORD
NFL WEEK 2
Sunday, Sept. 19

Sept. 18 Anaheim

W-2-0

St. Joseph 54, La Villa 8

Sept. 19 Anaheim

W-1-0

Idle: Harlingen High, Brownsville

Sept. 20 OPEN DATE

Detroit 28, Houston 16
Atlanta 34, St. Louis 17
Chicago 21, Green Bay 10

Rivera, Edinburg Economedes,

Sept. 21 OAKLAND

W-9-4

Sept. 22 OAKLAND

W-5-3

HOME GAMES IN CAPS

N.Y. Giants 20, Washington 14

UTPA SPORTS

Baltimore 30, Pittsburgh 13

UTPA head track and field/cross country coach Ricky Vaughn
has announced that Peter Hess, a two-time All-Big 12 indoor mile
champion, has been added as an assistant coach.
Hess, a graduate of Iowa State University, spent last season as
an assistant track and field /cross country coach at the University
of Central Florida. With the Golden Knights, Hess saw the
women’s track and field program outlast Georgia State to take the
Atlantic Sun Conference title.
Hess spent 2003 with the University of Florida cross-country
team and directed 35 athletes in the Gators’ cross country camp.
“I’m extremely excited to have Peter join the staff; he brings a
vast knowledge to the table,” Vaughn said in an online report
from UTPA.
The UTPA cross country squads compete again on Friday, Sept.
24 at the UTSA Whataburger Invitational in San Antonio.

New Orleans 30, San Francisco 27
Seattle 10, Tampa Bay 6

Date

Opponent

Dallas 19, Cleveland 12

Oct. 4

Battle at the Lake Invit.

N.Y. Jets 34, San Diego 28

Oct. 5

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Oakland 13, Buffalo 10

Oct. 11

Lady Indian Classic

New England 23, Arizona 12

Oct. 12

Lady Indian Classic

Cincinnati 16, Miami 13

Oct. 24

Sam Houston State Tri-Match

Oct. 25

Ellingson/Shu Invitational

Oct. 26

Ellingson/SHSU Invitational

Nov. 8

Lady Bronc Classic

Nov. 9

Lady Bronc Classic

Philadelphia 27, Minnesota 16

NFL WEEK 3
Sunday, Sept. 26

FCC hammers CBS with fine
According to a Yahoo! online report, the Federal
Communications Commission has proposed a maximum fine of
$550,000 against Viacom, Inc. affiliates for their willful broadcast of indecent material during the Super Bowl half-time show
on Feb. 10.
The FCC claims to have received 540,000 complaints from the
American public about the incident involving Janet Jackson.
The total fine is the largest charge ever against a TV outlet.

Rangers’ suspensions reduced
The punishments of relievers Frank Francisco, Doug Brocail,
and Carlos Almanzar after a recent spat with fans in Oakland on
Sept. 13 have been reduced by one game.
Francisco’s suspension was reduced to 15 games, after he threw
a chair into the stands and broke a woman’s nose. Almanzar will
be eligible to return Sunday after sitting out four games. Sunday
is the day Brocail’s four-game suspension begins.
Each of the pitchers would be eligible for the postseason if the
Rangers make the playoffs. They trail Oakland and Anaheim in a
close AL Western Division race.

MEN’S GOLF
Schedule

Pittsburgh at Miami, Noon
New Orleans at St. Louis, Noon
Jacksonville at Tennessee, Noon
Baltimore at Cincinnati, Noon
Chicago at Minnesota, Noon
San Diego at Denver, 3:05 p.m.
Green Bay at Indianapolis, 3:15 p.m.

Oct. 4 Stonebridge Invitational at
So. Methodist University
Oct. 5 Stonebridge Invitational at
So. Methodist University
Oct. 11 Crown Classic at Stephen
F. Austin

Tampa Bay at Oakland, 7:30 p.m.
Idle: Buffalo, Carolina, New
England, N.Y. Jets

Oct. 22 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University
Oct. 23 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University

Monday, Sept. 27
Dallas at Washington, 8 p.m.
Note: all times central standard time

HOUSTON ASTROS
Score

Sept. 13 OPEN DATE
Sept. 14

St.Louis

W-7-5

Sept. 15

St.Louis

L-4-2

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
Week 3
Non-district

McAllen High at PSJA High
C.C. Ray at McAllen Memorial
Sharyland at C.C. Moody
Rio Grande City at Zapata
Falfurrias at Port Isabel
Benavides at La Villa
District 31-5A

Harlingen High at Brownsville Pace
District 32-4A
Brownsville Lopez at Mercedes
Weslaco East at Mission Veterans
District 32-3A
Hidalgo at La Feria
Raymondville at Lyford
Progreso at Rio Hondo
Saturday, Sept. 25
McAllen Rowe at C.C. Carroll
District 32-5A
San Benito at Brownsville Pace
Idle: St. Joseph

UTPA VOLLEYBALL
Saturday, Sept. 18

PSJA North 32, Harlingen South 30

TEXAS A&M INTL DEF. UTPA

30-25, 31-29, 30-28

W-8-3

Sept. 17 MILWAUKEE

W-2-1

Non-district

Sept. 18 MILWAUKEE

W-4-3

CC Carroll 35, La Joya 21

Sept. 19 MILWAUKEE

W-1-0

CC Calallen 34, Edinburg High 13
Sharyland 42, Edinburg North 13

Sept. 21 San Francisco

L-9-2

Donna 31, Brownsville Hanna 12

Sept. 22 San Francisco

L-5-1

McAllen High 30, Browns. Porter 13
Los Fresnos 21, McAllen Rowe 13

TEXAS RANGERS

District 32-5A
Brownsville Porter at Harl. South

TEXAS A&M INTERNATIONAL

Sept. 16 St. Louis

Sept. 20 OPEN DATE

Edinburg High at Weslaco High

Bro. Pace 42, Bro. Lopez 7

Friday, Sept. 17

San Benito 53, PSJA 0
Edcouch-Elsa 34, Raymondville 7

Opponent

Non-district
La Joya at C.C. King

non-district
Oct. 24 The Nelson Invitational at
Stanford University

Thursday, Sept. 16

Date

Friday, Sept. 24

PSJA Memorial at Roma
Oct. 12 Crown Classic at Stephen
F. Austin

San Francisco at Seattle, 3:15 p.m.

Opponent

District 32-4A
Los Fresnos at Brownsville Pace

Edin. North at Edin. Economedes

Cleveland at N.Y. Giants, Noon

Date

Edcouch-Elsa at Mission High

MMA at Santa Rosa

Arizona at Atlanta, Noon

Houston, Kansas City, Noon

Former UTPA standout Mire Chatman signed a one-year contract with 2003-04 French League Champions, Pau-Orthez, for
the 2005 season.
The 6-foot-3 guard played a critical role in BK Ventspils’
Latvian League elimination playoff berth last season.
For UTPA, Chatman finished with 1,282 career points, ranking
him ninth on the Broncs all-time scoring list. His 183 career
assists rank second in program history and he had the third highest percentage from behind the three-point arc (.382). Chatman,
known for his enthusiasm, hustle, and moves, ranked fourth in
career field goal percentage (.504).
In 2002, Chatman became the Broncs’ first All-American since
Mike Carroll and Kenneth Green in the 1980-81 season.

District 32-5A

PSJA North at Donna

Philadelphia at Detroit, Noon

Ex-Bronc to play overseas hoops

WOMEN’S GOLF

Carolina 28, Kansas City 17

Monday, Sept. 20

Week 4
Thursday Sept. 23

Jacksonville 7, Denver 6
Indianapolis 31, Tennessee 17

Mission High, Lyford

UTPA: kills, Heather Bravo 12,
Cathi Netemeyer 12; assists, Jen
Dameworth 36; digs, Chrissie
Carrigan 25; blocks, Winker Cruz
3; aces, Heather Bravo 2, Kim
Mora 2
A&M Int.: kills, Katherine Taju
21; assists, Desiree Arredondo 24;
digs, Katherine Taju 19; blocks,
Amanda Garza 6; aces, Desiree
Arredondo 3

Score

Mission Veterans 28, Rio Hondo 12

Sept. 13 Oakland

L-7-6

Weslaco High 22, Roma 0

Sept. 14 Oakland

W-12-9

Rio Grande City 35, Mercedes 3

Sept. 15 Oakland

W-10-3

Port Isabel 38, PSJA Memorial 14

UTPA DEF. PRAIRIE VIEW A&M

Sept. 16 Oakland

L-5-4

McAllen Mem. 26, Weslaco E. 13

30-18, 31-29, 30-17

Sept. 17 Anaheim

L-9-5

Hidalgo 38, Falfurrias 8

Wednesday, Sept. 22
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M
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E.B. Guerra kindergarten students Matthew Leal, Briana Cantu, Luis Martinez and Christian Espinoza gather
around their new computer, as schools try incorporating technology in the classroom.

Computers play friend,
foe to child development
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

CRIME

When traditional college-age students’ parents were three
years old they were probably playing outside with marbles.
The following generation was probably playing with LEGOs

continued from page 1

their pocket they didn't have," Loya said.
Another problem UTPA had was burglary of vehicles.
According to the UTPA crime log, in September 2003, there
were seven burglaries of vehicles, and one theft of vehicle.
Now a year later, this problem has not been occurring as often.
"This semester, we haven't seen very many vehicle thefts,"
Loya said.
Burglaries in dormitories and in the Bronc Village is an
occurrence here at UTPA, but doesn't happen as often as some
may think.
"We see it. Not very often, but they do come up," Loya said.
"The best thing is always lock your doors."
Loya said that most of the time, students don't realize the
seriousness of the problem until they've become victimized.
Students may leave doors unlocked for their roommates or
friends, but they don't realize that they are setting up an
opportunity for a crime to occur.
"So, you just got to be real careful on who you allow into
your residence while you're on campus too. Make sure you
actually know that person very well," Loya said.
In situations such as these, the UT Police Department tries
to take immediate action. They try to put information out on
their website, and a campus wide email is also sent to all
students, faculty and staff alerting them of potential problems.
Patrolling campus is also something that is strongly enforced.
"We do foot patrols," Loya commented. "We do bike patrols
[and] we do, obviously, vehicle patrols. We try to have a bike
patrol on every shift."
But Loya said that witnesses play an important role in
catching a suspect.
"A lot of the time we do rely on witness accounts," Loya
said. "You know, it’s kind of hard for us to be at every place at
every time. So we do encourage whatever the public might see
to bring it to the attention of the police.
"It's always the best thing to bring it to the police's attention,
have them deal with the situation, and have them do the initial

contact with the person and find out what his business is on
campus."
Sophomore Orissa Gonzalez has definitely taken that
advantage. She said that this semester, she has witnessed
several incidents and immediately notified the campus police.
In one incident, she witnessed a fight in the parking lot by the
gym, and in another incident, she was not able to see who
committed the crime, but notified police anyway.
"I saw a broken windshield and there was shattered glass
around," Gonzalez said.
She too feels that students need to report anything they may
find suspicious, and be aware of their surroundings at school.
Drugs and alcohol also present themselves as problems.
Loya said sometimes a person can get caught with a controlled
substance such as cocaine, but the most common possession is
marijuana. Those, especially minors caught with alcohol, will
be issued a court appearance citation.
That leads to having to go to court,
answering to the charges, and paying a
fine. But students forget a major detail.
They have to deal with the university as
well.
"And of course any violation, anything
that you do, any crime that you commit
or anything like that, if you're a student
here a the university, all matters are
referred to the dean," Loya said.
Loya added that this could have lasting
effects for students who had their college
education planned out. Being involved in
a serious situation such as this can
prolong your four-year plan to graduate.
Loya also said that the UTPA Police
department provides several services to
students. For instance, students are
provided vehicle service, and car doors

can be unlocked. And personal escorts
to and from areas on campus are provided for individuals who
don't feel comfortable with walking alone, especially at night.
The university police handle any crime that takes place on
campus. Loya said that the department handles reports down to
the initial investigation, and to any arrests that may be made.
All cases are filed through the District Attorney office of
Hidalgo County.
But UTPA does not stand alone in campus crime. Crime
takes place at all universities across the country. The Office of
Post Secondary Education Campus Security Statistics Website
lists all schools, including all the schools in the UT system,
criminal offenses and arrests.
Students are encouraged to report any suspicious activity.
Students can call the UTPA Police Department at 381-2737.
Students can also call Crime Stoppers at 381-2666 or email the
police department.

at that age and this generation’s three-year-olds can be found
inside playing games on the computer.
“The first time I used a computer I was six years old,” said
Cindy Sordo, a sophomore at Sharyland High School. “That
was when my family had our first computer. It came with a lot
of educational games and I played them all the time.”
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According to Sordo, when she was a child computer use
impacted her development in a positive way. A spelling game
on her family’s personal computer (PC) helped build her
spelling and vocabulary skills. She said that sometimes people
her age misspell the simplest words, but she doesn’t make the
same mistakes due to exposure to the subject at an early age.
Ninety percent of children ages 6 to 17 had access to a
computer in 2000, with two-thirds having computer access at
home and 80 percent using a computer at school.
Now that this form of technology is so accessible, more
children can reap its benefits. But not all games and programs
are beneficial.
“[Computer games] build visual-motor intelligence, in
terms of quickness of reaction, ability to notice details in
visual stimuli, and games can teach problem-solving
strategies,” said Gary Montgomery, a psychology and
anthropology professor at the University of Texas- Pan
American. “A problem is that many games expose children to
values, which say, for example, it is good to kill policemen, or
that graphic violence is an acceptable way to solve conflict.”
Montgomery said that when games are a threat to a child’s
values these programs need to be monitored by parents.
Parents tend to closely monitor Internet use by their
children because of the risks it entails.
“Some of the main problems with the Internet are the
pornography sites, and the risk that children can be pulled into
giving confidential information to predators in chat rooms,”
Montgomery said.
According to the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, from July 1998 to June 2001 there
were 192 reports of cyber contact involving child
pornography; 4026 reports of online enticement; 1,880 reports
of child sexual molestation; 779 reports of child prostitution;
and 426 reports of child sex tourism.
Parents can supervise what their child does on the Internet
or prevent them from stumbling upon an inappropriate Web
sites with Internet filters, which block unwanted websites
from opening. Another way parents control what the children
view is by setting parental controls on AOL or certain parental
guidelines on Yahoo, and using child-safe search engines like
Yahooligans and Ask Jeeves for Kids.
Teenagers like Sordo who were introduced to the Internet
when they were as young as eight years old are beginning to

See COMPUTER page 11

University elite showcased in leadership program
Student leadership program offers mentoring to selected few
By ALICIA NEVAREZ-WARNER
The Pan American
Each fall semester, 25 freshmen from the University of
Texas- Pan American embark on a leadership journey that
will span their academic lives Learning and leadership
typify the experiences garnered by all involved in the
Office of Student Life and Transition Services Student
Leadership Program (SLP). Participants say when the two
ideals meet the results are pleasant.
“The experience was wonderful,” said Ava Sandlin,
executive director for the Make-A-Wish Foundation of
the Rio Grande Valley. “I feel like I have learned from
them, rather than them just learning from me.”
Sandlin, who serves as a community mentor in SLP,
spoke of Bertha Peña and Gabriela Lopez, two juniors,
who became part of the organization as SLP interns. She
discussed how an opportunity to give future leaders job
skills turned into a chance for her organization to enhance
connections with the community.
"It was a very rewarding experience," Sandlin said.
"They [the students] infused some of their qualities into
our organization. It allows us to relate better to those we
serve."
University staff, faculty and community leader mentors
are the core of the program. Sandlin said she hoped this
was “the first of many” SLP experiences to come.
Mentors from such organizations like the American

Heart Association, United Way, Hidalgo Historical
Museum, Planned Parenthood, Comfort House, the
International Bank of Commerce and the March of Dimes
meet regularly with students to air concerns and learn
from experiences.
University faculty including Ted Von Ende, Kerrie
Gonzalez and Greg Selber are among valued mentors.
“I value mentors because you know that there will
always be someone that you can go to for help or advice,”
said freshman Yvonne Paulson, a communications major.
She said the experience has taught her the value of
having someone around with whom to discuss problems.
“I was informed about it [SLP] through the second and
third years when they went to my high school and did a
presentation on this program, and right away I knew it
was something I wanted," Paulson explained.
The 2004 Roma High School graduate said the $1,500
scholarship was not the only enrichment that came with
the program.
“The program thus far has taught me to be openminded, and to always be there whenever anyone needs
your help. Also, that it's not always about you,” Paulson
said.
“The potential here is amazing,” said the 2002 UTPA
computer science graduate, Michelle Duran. “There are so
many qualities. I fell in love with the program and the
people in it.”
Speaking enthusiastically about her new role, Duran

“They [the students]
infused some of their
qualities into our
organization. It allows us
to relate better to those we
serve.”
—Ava Sandlin, executive director for

the Make-A-Wish Foundation
has seen program participants in one capacity or another
since its early days. As a University Ambassador, she
learned about the program. Later, she became a graduate
assistant and when the position became available, Duran
resolved to solidify her position in the organization in
which she believed.
“I felt I needed to stay here,” Duran said. “The program
has come a long way. We have seen students go from
freshmen to professionals. The program is where it is

See LEADERSHIP page 6
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WORKING HARD— Electrical engineeing majors Andrew Lugo, Roland
Valdez and Andres Medina (from left) start the cooking in a fundraising
barbeque for the Institute of Electronic and Electrical Engineers (IEEE)
outside of the Math building last Wednesday.

LEADERSHIP

continued from page 5

because of the individuals who are
participating.”
Stringent criteria limit students to only
76 spots in the SLP. Their classification
staggers from 25 in each classification
with four alternates called cohorts. Since
experience separates a freshman from a
senior college student, sophomores
become mentors for incoming freshmen
while acquiring a community mentor. The
second year students also become
involved in a community service project
as a volunteer or intern. In addition,
students present recruitment presentations
to area high school populations.
Funding for the program came from an
institutional account and a student
services fee. Program start-up was
$75,000 for operations, a student
leadership conference, scholarships and
salary for a part-time academic
coordinator, according to Jeanette
Broshears, director of special programs
through the Office of the Dean of
Students.
Over four years, $100,000 goes toward
scholarships
for
SLP
program
participants.

To qualify, students must demonstrate
leadership abilities in high school as an
active club leader or member, meet the
qualification criteria for admission to
UTPA, have a "B" average or better, and
be willing to speak or learn a second
language.
Having met these criteria, students'
community
service
history,
recommendations, school participation,
and ability to interact well socially and in
personal interviews make them qualified
candidates for the limited positions.
Since it was launched in the fall of 2001
the program has helped students from
areas in the Rio Grande Valley to Corpus
Christi
through
group
seminars,
leadership forums and meetings. Out of
the first 25 student participants, seven
continued with the program and will earn
their degrees during December 2004 and
May 2005.
In the future, the University Office of
Student Life and Transition Services hope
to open a more inclusive Student
Leadership Academy open to all UTPA
students with an expanded speaker forum
for the university.

continued from page 3

Tenger, although a Muslim, is a modern
woman and like the majority of women
seen in Turkey, she does not cover her
head.
“Religion is not part of the daily life for
me,” Tenger said. “I believe that there is
the person and the God, and nobody else.”
Tenger remembered growing up with
Muslim traditions, but was always taught
by her parents that practicing a religion
does not necessarily mean conforming to
what society wants it to represent.
“Now there are those fundamentalists
that wear it as a symbol of religion,”
Tenger said. “[Before] it was an innocent
part of your wardrobe, but sometimes it
got abused. When you wear it as a symbol
like that it’s against the law.”
She also said that because they want to
use it as a symbol it shows that it is not
about their religion, but the beliefs they
want to impose.
According to the Turkish Constitution,
no one should propagate their religion and
their beliefs. Wearing a scarf around their
heads in public institutions will propagate
the religion when among nonbelievers.
Soydemir stated that nobody he knows
has ever preached their religious attitudes
onto him, but there are those who tend to
use symbols as a way to do it.
“Everybody respects their privacy with
God. It is a very private issue. You are a
Muslim [and] it is you and God, [there is]
no middle man,” Soydemir said. “Nobody
can tell you how to worship or practice
your religion because they haven’t talked
to God, so how do they know.”
Like Tenger, some Muslims believe it is
wrong to propagate certain values, but
there are those who want the liberty to
wear what they please even if it is in a
public institution.
Like in Turkey, France has started to
change their attitudes toward letting any
religion, not only Muslim, show their
beliefs using symbols. In an article that
appeared in Vanity Fair magazine in April,
the author stated that the French
Consulate in Houston recently denied a
visa to a Muslim woman because she did
not remove her scarf for the picture.
France also passed a law prohibiting
Muslim girls from wearing head scarves
in public schools, and President Jacques
Chirac has been asked to speak on the
topic several times, but his answer
according to the same article is that
France is a secular country and Muslims
need to accept that.
Like France, Turkey has had the same
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controversial topic roam its streets since it
became a republic. There are those
conservatives that wish they could wear
the scarf even in public schools, but they
cannot because it is against Turkish law.
It is a political issue, and according to
Suzme, people do not know any better,
and the main problem for the country is
uneducated people in the population.
He said that public schools are a
scientific, modern place, and the symbol
of a religion should not be seen in a public
institution. He also said that there is civil
law versus ones private laws, and that is
the problem because nobody knows whose
law it is going to be.
As Gonca Gunay, research assistant in
the business department of Izmir
Economics University stated, some people
conform to the norm of covering their
heads, but some don’t and each person
should respect that.
“I don’t find it rational. Religion is a
belief system, [and] people believe in
different ways,” Gunay said. “My belief
does not tell me to cover my head. I
believe it is not physical, it is something
psychological.”
An internet site called Free Republic,
where people post their responses and
opinions on public issues had a long
discussion among members regarding the
Vanity Fair article, and it had a lot of
opposing and contradicting statements on
the issue.
One of the statements read that the
French have the right to stop Muslim
women from wearing the scarf because it
is a political ideology that wants to
undermine the French government. And
others ridiculed the statements made by
French officials that prohibiting them to
wear the veil will not stop the Islamic
community.
But the majority was supportive of the
French and their decision. Some stated
that Islam has many variations like
Christianity, and different people practice
it in different ways.
Like Christianity, the Muslim religion
has changed tremendously over the years,
especially in liberal countries like Turkey.
And although conservatives do not want it
to be illegal to share their beliefs in the
form of symbols, the majority of Muslims
have evolved. Now, most have modern
and liberal beliefs, and have learned to
separate religion from the government.
“If women want to cover their heads
they should go to the United States to get
an education,” Gunay concluded.

continued from page 3

template for faculty to include in their syllabus on the academic integrity statement. They
have also come up with a second-offense policy.
“There are some students who commit plagiarism and don’t realize they are committing
plagiarism,” Price said. “And by having this second-offense policy this gives us a chance
to educate students the first time on what he or she did wrong. So next time they are better
informed.”
Depending on the faculty and their department the penalties for an undergraduate who
is found guilty of academic misconduct are that they automatically fails the course and are
referred for educational sanctions. According to Price, after the second offense a student
would be recommended for expulsion from the university.
With the new provisions to the Student Bill of Rights, students will have to be prepared
for the changes that they will have to adjust to.

NEWS
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Disney internship more than
playtime
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American
"Where do the dreams of college students come true?
Walt Disney World of course."
At least that’s what Disney Recruiter Kimberly Evans
said to UTPA students last Thursday, during an hour-long
presentation of the Walt Disney World College Program.
Located in Buena Vista, Fl., the college program is
geared to offer students from around the world the chance
to grow academically and socially, in what recruiters call
the fun and rewarding atmosphere of Walt Disney World.
“The College Program builds communication skills,
looks for honesty and integrity among the cast members,
and develops a sense of teamwork,” Evans said. “You
can’t get much better than to know and learn from the
best in business.”
Started in 1981, the program invites students of all
levels and majors to work at Disney World for a period of
six to eight months at a time. Students are paid to work in
the service, hospitality or entertainment sectors of the
park, with positions varying from costuming, vacation
planner, to housekeeping, which can also change daily
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depending on demand, and what needs to be done.
Evans herself began her career with Disney in the
College Program as an advertising major. She now works
in human resources for Disney.
“After the college program, everything else seemed
like a breeze. It’s a case of all hands on deck,” Evans said.
Throughout the presentation, Evans emphasized the
Disney approach to leadership, consisting of techniques
such as recognition, praise and regular reinforcement.
Evans also spoke of the uniqueness of the management
found at Disney.
“They are on the frontlines with you," Evans said. "It
takes lots of people to make the magic."
The College Program also tries to set up a good
networking system for cast members to meet fellow
students from around the globe. It hopes to assist students
in developing those transferable skills.
Alejandra Diaz-Gonzalez, a marketing senior at UTPA
completed five months of an advanced internship at
Disney in Florida, working in merchandise in Frontier
Land.
“I loved almost everything. The company, how it
works, the organization. Just being there,” Diaz-Gonzalez
said.
Diaz-Gonzalez said the only negative thing about her
time in Florida was saying goodbye to all the friends she
made.
“Whenever I had to say goodbye to someone who was
leaving, I hated it,” she said.
Accommodation is close to the park, in the form of
apartment complexes, where fellow ‘cast members’ live
together and build a life outside of Disney. Evans
explained that while cast members are not on duty in the

park, they are encouraged to take exclusive classes at
Disney, to earn college credit.
“It’s been shown that those cast members who take
classes, rate the program overall, 60 percent higher than
those who don’t,” Evans explained.
Diaz-Gonzalez also stated that she hopes to return to
Disney soon, after her graduation in May.
“You just feel the experience,” Diaz-Gonzalez said.
“They make you a smiley person, it’s true! You just have
to live the magic of the place.”

According to an article on The Seattle Times Web site by
Stephanie Dunnewind, some middle school English teachers
have reported problems with students using IM terminology in
their papers, but high school teachers did not encounter that
problem.
It's unclear whether teens are learning that IM abbreviations
aren't appropriate for formal high school papers or whether the
younger generation that often uses the abbreviations just hasn't
reached high school yet.
Younger people, who have been exposed to computer use in
general, are beginning to display the effects of their reliance
on programs the PC offers.
“The use of the computer or calculator to do arithmetic
operations for us as in spreadsheet calculations has hurt young
people's ability to solve mental arithmetic problems,
compared with older cohorts of people (60+) who still do
things without a computer,” Montgomery said.
He also said that the dependence on spell-checking

documents on word processors hurts the public’s ability to
spell.
”In essence, computers can be very beneficial as tools or
supplements to other forms of learning or entertainment,”
Gary Leka, a psychology and anthropology professor at
UTPA, said. “But probably should never stand as a substitute
for interactive dialogue between knowledgeable educators and
their students.”
These tools can hinder a person’s ability to improve certain
skills in math and language, but on another level they improve
the quality of the individual’s work.
“The Internet, word processors and other programs benefit
us because we take less time to find research, or type out a
paper,” Sordo said. “And use more time to perfect things and
make it the best.”
Benefits and negative effects of these technologies on the
development of children will continue to arise as the
youngsters grow.

advancements in this area is computer science. I think the
conference offers an excellent mix of activities for the
teachers, students, and parents.”
While on the surface it seems that HESTEC is only
geared toward the science, engineering, and technology
fields, Maldonado said the corporations at this year’s
Career Fair are looking for more than just one type of
student.
”I really think a lot of students have a misconception and
say, 'Well HESTEC is only for engineering students,' and
it’s really not because many of the corporations that will be
on campus are looking for business students," Maldonado
said. "Some are even looking for communications students,
some of them are looking for students in bio-sciences. It’s
not just engineering, they need folks from everywhere, and
they’re looking for Hispanics.”
Aside from seminars and meeting with corporate leaders,
HESTEC organizers have planned a seminar for Latina
women. The event is called Latinas in Science, Math, and
Engineering and Technology. Prominent female executives
will expose high school females and their mothers to the

technological advancements that women have been in
charge of over the years.
“I am especially interested in the Latinas in Science,
Math, and Engineering and Technology Day,” Braizer said.
“There is a serious underrepresentation of women entering
the field of computer science and activities such as this are
important to expose young women and their families to the
opportunities available to them.”
As HESTEC prepares to take over UTPA, Maldonado is
eager to see the impact the conference can have on Valley
youth.
“We really want to invite students, their families, our
staff and faculty to come to this event because it really
highlights not only our corporate partners, but we’re
highlighting our College of Science and Engineering, we’re
highlighting the fact that Hispanics have the largest dropout
rate and we really need to graduate students in math and
science,” Maldonado said. “We want to show them the light
at the end of the tunnel.”
For more information on HESTEC call 381-3361 or visit
www.hestec.org.

“The College Program builds
communication skills, looks
for honesty and integrity
among the cast members, and
develops a sense of
teamwork.”
—Kimberly Evans,
Disney recruiter

continued from page 5

see new uses and problems with the technology.
“I first used the Internet whenever AOL became really big
when I was in third grade,” Sordo said. “I really just used it
because people in my class had it. We mainly used e-mail
because at that age you’re not really ready for the online
conversations that [instant messages] demand.”
As she got closer to her teens she began using instant
messages [IMs] more frequently.
According to an article in PC World, approximately 75
percent of the 12.5 million teenagers who go online are
routinely using Instant Messaging.
IMs are so popular among teenagers as a form of
communication that they have developed numerous
conversational acronyms and abbreviations for messaging.
Instead of typing “be right back,” “got to go” or “laugh out
loud” they simply punch in “BRB” or “G2G” or “LOL.” A
drawback of the constant use of this informal lingo is that
teens are beginning to slip it into more formal writing.

HESTEC

Page 11

continued from page 1

foundation support of the event, said UTPA students are at
a great advantage this year with the highly respected
participating corporations.
“It’s better for our UTPA students because they will be
able to participate in the speaking events and they’re going
to get to be involved with these executives,” Maldonado
said. “They’re going to get to see what’s the latest trends in
science, technology, and engineering.”
Since it began three years ago, HESTEC has grown
immensely. Maldonado said getting more corporations and
more public interest could only mean that HESTEC can
grow larger for next year and reach more of the Valley’s
students in the process.
Pearl Braizer, a computer science professor at UTPA,
said she’s eager to see what this year’s HESTEC could
bring UTPA students and Rio Grande Valley residents. She
said she has been encouraging her students to attend all the
events.
“This is a very exciting event and great opportunity to
showcase technical fields that require a bachelor’s degree,”
Braizer said. “A vital component supporting and driving
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International singer Rubio performs in Mexico
The Latin performer, who considers herself a feminist,
dedicated "Yo No Soy Esa Mujer" to all the women in the
venue, followed by "Algo Tienes." The latter is her current
In a nearly full “Paulenque,” as Paulina Rubio single, which has been leading for 28 weeks in five
describes her concerts, the international star met with her Billboard charts such as the World Latin Top 30 singles. The
fans from Reynosa in Mexico and the Rio Grande Valley on 3,500 fans in the audience showed how deserving this song
Sept. 18 to give them a night full of music, lights and danc- is of its acclaim with their enthusiasm for this song.
ing. The blonde, petite, deep voiced singer showed off her
The now solo artist, who from 1982-1991 was part of
physical attributes, dancing abilities and outstanding the Mexican “teeny bopper” group Timbiriche, showed no
singing skills with a group of six dancers, five musicians regret for the early part of her career by singing a
and a Disc Jockey (DJ).
Timbiriche medley that
Rubio, who was once
created a sense of nosknown as “La Chica
talgia in the place.
Dorada” or The Golden
"Who here has
Girl in English), pergrown up with me?
formed at El Palenque de
Who belongs to the
Gallos de la Expo Feria
Timbiriche
genera2004 in Reynosa as a part
tion?" Rubio said.
of her worldwide tour Pau
Timbiriche
like
2004.
Menudo is one of the
The concert was set
most influential groups
for 12 a.m., but the 33in Latin America, sellyear-old Mexican singer
ing millions of copies
kept the eager audience
and making history by
waiting until 1:15 a.m.,
being one of the first
when suddenly the lights
groups of young boys
turned off and the music
and girls to sing songs
to her song "My Friend,
for
their
peers.
Mi Amigo" began and the
Participation in these
singer appeared dancing.
groups opened doors
As soon as the song
for young musicians
finished,
the
Latin
like Rubio, Benny
Grammy
nominee
Ibarra, Ricky Martin
removed her long, blue,
Courtesy of www.PaulinoRubio.com and Thalia.
folkloric skirt with help,
Interaction with the
to remain in a denim miniskirt that showed off the singer's audience was present throughout the show and Rubio pertoned legs.
formed "Perros" at a request from a little girl.
"How are you tonight Reynosa," the singer yelled in
Rubio is often seen as haughty and unapproachable by
Spanish, to create hype and excitement from the venue that the media, but on Saturday she was very amicable, giving
fits 4,000 people.
kisses to her fans, posing for pictures and accepting gifts
The venue is a Palenque or cockfight arena, so Rubio from the crowd.
called her concert a “Paulenque.” People bet money on the
The closing number was a special version of "Te Quise
cock they think will win and one usually gets killed.
Tanto" remixed by the singer's DJ. Different colored beach
The multi-million dollar selling artist, who is well balls were thrown out to the audience, while the singer and
known in the United States, Latin America, Asia and Europe her band disappeared.
then sang "Lo Hare Por Ti" and "Sexi Dance" in which
The needy crowd wanted more and started yelling
homoerotic dancing between the dancers took place.
"Otra, Otra," which means encore, and the band came back
By JORGE HINOJOSA
The Pan American
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in to perform a Spanglish (a mixture of Spanish and
English) version of "Y Yo Siguo Aqui/Sexual Lover." During
this last song the singer and her dancers sprayed the audience with water to cool them from heat, which created a
euphoric atmosphere within the crowd. The singer thanked
Reynosa and rapidly exited, while her band continued to
play.
In October and November Rubio's world tour will continue through Mexico. After that it will hit Central and
South America, to continue through the United States and
conclude in Europe.

MOVIE

continued from page 7

that deals with the man Sedley marries and the man that is
secretly in love with her. At times her story is more interesting
than that of the title characters. Unfortunately, those scenes
only last a few moments.
One thing that can be said about this movie is that most
of it is visually stunning. Period pieces have the potential to be
beautiful because of the costumes and set design, and this
movie was no exception. The costumes and makeup were
sometimes breathtaking, especially during the social party
scenes with all the beautiful gowns, and one costume in particular when Sharp performs an exotic dance for the king.
Witherspoon’s acting was surprisingly good, considering
that young American actresses who attempt foreign accents
often end up doing a poor job. Her English and French accents
sounded authentic enough to make me forget she was the
perky girl in “Legally Blonde.”
Witherspoon’s character even sings a bit in the movie,
although the real singer is actually classical singer, Custer
LaRue. According to US Weekly magazine, the director did
not want her to sing because of the strain it may cause on her
pregnancy. In the scenes before and after Witherspoon’s character was pregnant the costumes concealed her real life pregnancy.
The acting in “Vanity Fair” was not the problem. In fact,
all of the actors portrayed their colorful characters in a way
that kept the movie interesting enough for me not to throw
popcorn at the screen.
Yet, all the greatest actors in the world couldn’t bring this
movie to Academy Award-winning status. There are too many
missing pieces in the film that reading the book may clarify.
So, while the movie is breathtaking at times, the plot
lacks enough information making the film confusing and
hardly worthwhile. Watch “Vanity Fair” at the dollar theater,
or wait until it comes out on video.

Melinda Blomquist, co-director of the UTPA Dance
Ensemble has worked with De la Rosa since the Fall of 2000.
Blomquist commented that the senior has been a pleasure to
work with.
"She is prepared and willing to work at rehearsals and performances, and other events the company does throughout the
year," Blomquist added.
Aside from campus dance activities, de la Rosa is
involved in community events. For the past 18 months she has
done choreography for the Easter and Christmas programs at
Trinity Worship Center in Pharr. She worked with females ages
7-26. She also contributed in Community Outreach 2002,
which was held at McAllen’s Archer Park. She did a piece with
other dancers from her congregation. Other groups that took
part in the event were Abundant Grace and Baptist Temple.
De la Rosa also participated with TWC’s Youth Group
mission trip to Mexico. They went to Monte Morelos, Nuevo
Leon, where she gave a church member help and instruction on
starting a dance group. During that trip she also performed a
dance number with her group.
After graduation the senior hopes to find a job in the Rio

Grande Valley. De la Rosa explained that she is well aware that
opportunities in the Valley are limited. She said she would like
to start dance classes in schools to get students ready for the
dance major curriculum at the university level.
If de la Rosa is not successful in finding a job she will
move to Atlanta where she has family, but stressed that she
would only make that decision as a last resort. Most importantly, the soon-to-be-graduate wants other girls to seek out a
degree in dance. Currently there are approximately 50 declared
dance majors.
"I just encourage girls if they love dance to apply for a
dance major," De la Rosa said.
Those who know De la Rosa well believe that she will be
successful wherever she goes. Blomquist stated that the 21year-old would succeed in all her endeavors.
"She is a responsible individual who follows through on
her commitments and strives for excellence in all areas of her
life," Blomquist said. "As she finishes her studies here at UTPA
and moves on into teaching full-time I feel certain that wherever she works will be enriched by her hard work and dedication."

■ Restaurant Scene . . . . . 8 & 9
■ Paulina Rubio . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

‘Vanity Fair’ lacks flair Dancer helps community

By CHRISTINA HARRIS
The Pan American
After seeing the trailer, I expected
“Vanity Fair” to be amazing because of the
fast-paced, colorful visuals that are promised
in the previews.
However, as in most cases, the movie
trailer was deceiving. “Vanity Fair,” adapted
from the 1917 novel by William Makepeace
Thackeray, tells the story of Rebecca Sharp or
Becky (Reese Witherspoon) and her goal of
moving up in society. As the daughter of a
poor English painter and a French opera chorus girl, Sharp wasn’t exactly accepted by
society. She takes a job as governess at a mansion for the less-than-elegant Crawley family,
and uses her intelligence to charm the son,
Rawdon Crawley (James Purefoy) and his
wealthy aunt. When she marries Crawley, the
family shuns her, but she manages to make
her way into the social circle.
Although she has made a name for herself, she is far from being completely accepted.
The high society ladies, as the Marquis
of Steyne (Gabriel Byrne) said, “Keep the
door to society closed, they do not like outsiders to discover that there is nothing behind
them.”
Not easily discouraged, Sharp acts
almost desperate to get a distinguished title in
society, even befriending Steyne who
becomes a secret benefactor to her. Sharp’s
husband, who is a gambler, does not know of
the exchanges between his wife and Steyne,

but is forced to look on as she becomes
obsessed with climbing the social ladder.
In a scene where she argues with her husband about trying to ascend the social hierarchy, he said, “I know what we can win, I’m
just afraid of what we might lose.”
The film, is confusing at times, but clearly delivers its themes. The obvious message is
that you can be in a social position one
minute, and in another the next minute, but
it’s how you get there that makes all the difference. Also, one should be careful with who
they take favors from because people can
have a hidden motive, and good deeds to one
person are often seen as unpaid debts to
another.
The confusion begins with the countless
characters that continuously appear in the
movie, all of who have strange names and
lack adequate background information. At
first, the movie seemed to move quickly,
almost too fast, missing core elements that
should have been included, like when and
where Sharp got married. Then as the film
progresses, the scenes begin to drag and the
audience is left wondering when and how it is
going to end.
“Titanic” could get away with being
hours long because of the constant action,
rhythm, and flow, but “Vanity Fair” lacked
this flow. Technically, it is not as long as
“Titanic,” but the dragging plotlines made it
seem to be at times.
There is a subplot centered on Sharp’s
best friend Amelia Sedley (Romola Garai)
See MOVIE page 10

ities. Modern dance gave her that sense of
freedom.
"With modern dance it's a different
Being a student takes more than just vocabulary of movement, it allows me to be
going to class and hitting the books after a very exposed on stage through the use of
long day. A student's also includes extracurric- movement," De la Rosa said. "I can share with
ular activities and of course much needed others what is going on inside me emotionalspare time. Is it possible for a student to do so ly, I don't feel restricted."
much with only 24 hours in a day?
Expecting graduation in May 2005, the
Debra de la Rosa, a senior original from dancer is currently working on her senior projMission, Texas is majoring in dance at the ect. Her project, which began a year ago, titled
University of Texas-Pan
“Glitch” consists of four difAmerican, has time to focus
ferent sections and focuses
on school and take part in
on visual abstract with the
other activities. Her dance
dancers forming shapes with
skills have allowed her to partheir bodies. A project must
ticipate in different communilast between 7-15 minutes;
ty events.
De la Rosa said her project is
The 21-year-old has been
approximately 10 minutes.
dancing for approximately
"[For my piece,] I
nine years. Initially, she wantexperimented more with
ed to be a history teacher
shapes and space rather than
because the university did not
telling your usual story," De
offer a dance major. But durla Rosa said.
ing the middle of her sophoFor her piece, de la
Debra De la Rosa Rosa decided to use five
more year, a dance major
degree plan was finally put
girls from the UTPA Dance
into effect. She said that her love for dance and Ensemble. The girls she chose have had extenthe arts led her to major in dance and pursue a sive training in dance and had the skills she
minor in history.
was looking for. Developing a senior project
De la Rosa stated that her favorite dance not only requires choreography, but also
styles are classical ballet, modern dance, and entails other important decisions such as
flamenco. She enjoys ballet because it is the selecting music and costumes. The senior
foundation for all dance movements, while commented that costumes usually run at about
she enjoys flamenco because she wanted to $120 each, so she decided that she wanted the
See DANCER page 10
add a piece of her culture to her dancing abil-

By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

UTPA professor turns tin scraps into vintage art
By HOUSTON VAN NEST
The Pan American

continued from page 7

girls to wear something they already had at home, like jeans
and a white T-shirt.
The senior stated that she is enjoying the process of creating her project because it is something that comes from her.
She believes that she is fortunate that everything has worked
out and fallen into place up to this point. The finished product
will help her professors see what she has learned at UTPA.
"[My project] is an assessment to my teachers because
they will be able to see what I have gained through the dance
program," De la Rosa said.
Since 2000, the dancer has been involved with UTPA's
Dance Ensemble, which puts together two shows per year, one
in fall and the other during the spring. De la Rosa commented
that each professor has a style of their own so they must be prepared to work with different ones when preparing for the show.
Working with the Dance Ensemble has taught her important
things.
"I have learned about the friendships that you build in a
company," De la Rosa said. "I have also seen the enthusiasm
from the professors, and the encouragement that they give us to
always put our best foot forward."

A&E

■ ■ ■ ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Paul Valadez, a University of Texas-Pan American art lecturer and artist is showcasing his artwork called “Ten on Tin” at
the University Gallery in the Communication Arts and Sciences
building until Oct. 8.
“Ten on Tin” is a retrospective view of what Valadez has
accomplished in the last 10 years.
Instead of painting on a canvas, Valadez works on tin
sheets with acrylic paint, creating a vintage look.
“I like things to look old; I like a bit of history,” Valadez
said.
He got the tin sheets that give his pieces the historic feel
he aims for, from a friend who would tear down old barns and
houses, and he also created artwork from the wood he retrieved.
Valadez helped his friend, Sevren Eaton who is a conceptual
artist tear down these buildings, and took tin sheets from the
structures to save him money so he didn’t have to buy painting
materials.
On each scrap-turned-artwork, he painted a single Spanish
word.
“I deal a lot with language, [and] the inability of language,
to communicate ideas, as language is a barrier rather than a way
or form of communication,” Valadez said.

The pieces in this exhibit resemble old advertisements
hanging on the walls in a 1950s film.
When Valadez was a young boy his grandmother would
take him to see Spanish movies. At the time, he did not understand Spanish, so he would make up his own stories to go along
with what he was watching. It is these memories that inspired
Valadez to create this particular kind of art, but initially he did
not aspire to be an artist.
“”The last thing I ever wanted to be was an artist,” said

Franco Caballero/The Pan American
VINTAGE SIGNS- Paul Valadez stands proudly in front of his
1950 Spanish cinema-inspired exhibit in the University Gallery.

Valadez, who studied art in college.
He grew up around art and visited museums when he was
young, since his father was a painter. But when he attended San
Jaoquin Delta College in 1983, art was not in Valadez’s plans.
He changed his major from history to physical anthropology to
English, but these and other course changes caused his academic standing to fall. In order to raise his grade-point average, he
decided to take art courses, where Valadez discovered his love
for art. He chose to drop out of college in 1989 pursuit of his
newly realized passion.
He later realized how important a college education is, so
in 1995 Valadez received a scholarship to the San Francisco Art
Institute. There he received his bachelors in fine arts, and in
2001 Valadez was accepted into the Weiss Urban Livability
Fellowship at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
where he did his graduate work. He graduated in 2003, and
moved to the Rio Grande Valley where he continued to create
artworks.
Valadez has showcased his works at San Francisco Base
Gallery, a group show in San Francisco; 111 Minna Gallery;
Arte de Amici in Amsterdam; and alternative venues in
Oakland and the Bay area. He also participated in a three-year
New American Talenttraveling exhibition with the Texas Fine
Art Association.
“Ten on Tin” is his first showing in the Rio Grande Valley.
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Students may not know it, but there is a world
beyond submarine sandwiches, barbecue and
Chick-fil-a. For those who are willing to give up
a precious parking space to leave campus at
mealtime, it may very well be worth it.
Story by Aaron Lozano

The Meal-mile
Not far from the University of Texas-Pan
American is a world of gourmet sandwiches, genuine
Mexican food, international buffets and student discounts. Just down the street are specialty hot dogs
and former President Bill Clinton’s pick for Mexican
food in the Valley.
However, people who dislike Mexican cuisine
can travel east of Wal-Mart on University Drive to the
Oriental Cafe for a Chinese buffet. The food is great
and the menu offers the usual Chinese restaurant
favorites like "General Tso’s chicken" as well as "beef
and broccoli." If you’re a light eater, and don’t want to
pay buffet prices for a regular meal, Oriental Cafe
offers lunch specials as low as Kao Pao Chicken for
$4.25.
Also on University Drive, directly in front of UTPA
is a new restaurant, Panini Cafe and Deli, which sells
all natural smoothies, sandwiches and coffee.
"Everything is fresh and natural," Assistant
Manager Martha Quiroz said. "It’s healthier and better than burgers and fries."
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The locally owned establishment is the only
Panini Cafe and Deli that exists. UTPA student,
Neomi Valdez works at the cafe and notices that students frequently visit the deli during lunch and at
night, especially to study.
Panini’s student-friendly environment is inviting
and serves sandwich combo specials that include
combinations like a whole sandwich and a smoothie.
"The Golden Gate" is one of the favorite sandwiches,
and it is made with chicken breast warmed in toasted bread. The cafe also serves espressos, lattes and
coffee specialties.
For a taste closer to home, named after the
UTPA mascot,
Broncos Bar and Grill is looking to cater specifically to the university community. They offer a more
diverse menu with an international buffet for $5.99,
and a 10 percent discount to students with valid identification.
According to restaurant owner Rene Rivas, getting more involved with, the university is Broncos primary goal. The restaurant
also displays and sells artwork provided by Reynaldo
Santiago, who is an art professor on campus. Santiago
and Rivas are working
together to create a mural
inside the restaurant, which
will be painted by the UTPA
professor. Rivas said that a
group of UTPA students also
filmed a portion of their
movie inside of Broncos Bar
and Grill.
"We had a group do a
small take for a part in their
movie," Santiago said.
"UTPA is the biggest thing

Edinburg has, it is my goal to cater to the university."
Another student friendly restaurant is the newly
opened Chicago Dogs which features ingredients
shipped daily from Chicago, such as mustard, neon
relish and sports pepper.
Owner, Greg Garrett, who is originally from
Chicago, specializes in hot dogs that include 100
percent beef, pickle spears and tomatoes. One of the
favorites is the Jordan Dog, which comes with homemade chili, onions and cheese.
According to Garrett, he has generated a group
of regulars who visit the small restaurant frequently.
"It’s a good place to come and enjoy a good hot
dog," Garrett said. "Usually students will come in and
come back for more. They’re a little surprised by the
taste and size of the dog, only because they didn’t
know hot dogs can taste this good."
The taste of the hot dogs is reason enough for
some to go back for more, especially if you’re accustomed to the Circle K hot dogs.
The Edinburg restaurant strip also provides alternatives to red meat. La Jaiba Shrimp House is a
seafood restaurant with two locations near the UTPA
campus. This small seafood restaurant is across the
street from the University Bookstore and features
good portions, guaranteed to be filling. All meals
come with chips and salsa and a hot seafood broth.
Not far from this location, is an optional location
that offers a more up scale environment for the same
price. The second La Jaiba is located in what was
formally known as The Creamery on 10 Avenue.
Back on University Drive is La Casa Del Taco,
which proudly displays a signed photograph of former President Bill Clinton with the owners, and
Clinton’s pick for Mexican food.
La Casa del Taco, which has several locations
Valley wide, offers drink specials for students who
want to unwind during the 6 p.m. happy hour.
Specials include $1.50 domestic beers, $2.00 mixed

drinks and appetizers for $3.75.
A quick drive east, around the Hidalgo County
Court House is the Legal Eagle. This small bakery
shop and café welcomes the UTPA community and
provides a cozy environment that offers secluded
studying areas that, according to the owner, Mary Lou
Shoemaker, are very quiet and relaxing.
"We cater to everyone," Shoemaker said. "I don’t
think the students know very much about us yet. We
do have some that come in repeatedly, and they like
the fact that they can come in and study in a quiet
area and have a smoothie."
According to Shoemaker, anyone can call in and
special order a sandwich they desire. In the past, the
cook has specially prepared shrimp for clients.
"Who ever calls us for a particular something,
we’ll have it made," Shoemaker said.
The Legal Eagle has been open since February,
and like Panini, it is one of its kind. Shoemaker said
that eventually they’d like to expand to a bar and grill
like Casa Del Taco.
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The family run Legal Eagle provides a homely
environment and staff, complete with homemade
pastries, brownies and muffins. The venue is very
relaxing and will even open up specifically for students who have late classes.
"We’ve had students come in at six when we
close," Shoemaker said. "Because their class ends at
six, we’ll stay open just for them."
She said that the customers at Legal Eagle are
primarily courthouse employees and UTPA faculty.
The newly opened restaurant is looking to build
popularity among students by offering a student discount with a valid I.D., and is open to suggestions,
such as smaller meal portions, which will include half
a sandwich, salad and a tea for under $4. The menu
shows the legal theme with sandwiches named after
familiar courthouse positions such as "The Client,"
"The Prosecutor," "The Defense Attorney" and "The
Fire Marshall."
Although hard to spot, The Legal Eagle is definitely worth looking for, located on the east side of the
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courthouse and University Drive. The Legal Eagle,
located on 114 S. 12th Street, will also be featured in
the October edition of Texas Monthly.
The Edinburg restaurant strip provides diverse
eating venues that are fit to satisfy any student or faculty craving. From specialty orders made to your
desire at The Legal Eagle to hot dogs shipped directly from across the country, there’s meals within the
mile to accommodate to nearly every one of the
17,000 students at UTPA.

1. HOT DOG- A taste of Chicago is just across
the street from the university at Chicago Dogs.
2. BAKED GOODNESS- The Legal Eagle offers
a cozy environment, complete with secluded study
areas, and homemade pastries.
3. BRONC PRIDE- The Broncos Bar and Grill
shows off the traditional UTPA green in its decor.
All photos by Melissa Martinez/The Pan American

